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Fact Sheet

About Tranquilo Bay:
Tranquilo Bay is an all-inclusive eco adventure lodge on the pristine island of Bastimentos in Bocas del Toro, Panama.  The secluded destination caters to travelers seeking off-the-beaten-path vacations filled with adventure and fun.

Nestled among 68 gorgeous tropical islands that make up the archipelago (a group of islands formed by volcanoes) of Bocas del Toro, Tranquilo Bay offers guests the chance to experience a variety of outdoor activities: hiking, kayaking, fishing, birding, snorkeling, scuba diving, swimming, relaxing on the beach, surfing and exploring rain forests. 

The secluded lodge includes six deluxe cabanas and a main lodge.  Tranquilo Bay’s air-conditioned cabanas boast comfortable bedding with fine linens and gracious bathrooms complete with granite counters and plenty of amenities to make your stay relaxing. The beautifully constructed main lodge is the centerpiece of the resort.  It is in this building, which features a wrap-around porch, that guests assemble for fine dining and evening cocktails.  

Because of the lodge’s small size, the staff is able to provide unparalleled personal attention to each guest.  

Where We Are Located:

Tranquilo Bay is situated on 95 lush acres in Isla Bastimentos, Panama — the westernmost portion of the country.  The lodge is located in the beautiful Panamanian jungle overlooking turquoise Caribbean waters. 

The central location within the archipelago of Bocas del Toro allows guests to explore some of the most biologically diverse areas within Panama and Central America.  

How it began:

More than 15 years ago close friends Jim and Renée Kimball and Jay Viola decided that they wanted do something different and meaningful with their lives — besides living life in the big city of Houston, Texas.

Leveraging the group’s diverse talent and background, they decided to build a resort.  The next step was to find the perfect location.  While working full-time in Houston, the group spent 8 years researching different parts of the world.  In the end, they fell in love with Panama.

Jim and Jay came to Panama in 1999 and 2000 respectively to build Tranquilo Bay.  Living primitively on the 95 acres they acquired, the duo set about constructing the resort.  They have 

been hands-on every step of the way, physically and mentally managing every aspect of the project from developing the water filtration system to erecting all of the resort’s buildings.

Meanwhile, Renée supported the cause from Houston working on the soft side of the resort's development. 

Jim brought Renée and son Tres to the island in September 2004, just shortly before the lodge officially opened its doors.  And in July 2006, Renée and Jim welcomed their second child, Boty, to the Tranquilo Bay family.
Jay and his family, wife Stefanie, and son Scott, live on-site as well. Jay and his family were joined by son, Patrick, in August 2008.

Owners:

Jim and Renée Kimball

Jay and Stefanie Viola

Executive Biographies:

Jim Kimball

Jim has a great passion for the outdoors.  In addition to his role as operations manager for Tranquilo Bay, where he oversees the physical operations of the resort, Jim works closely with Jay coordinating and leading guest excursions.  Jim moved to Panama in 1999 to oversee all of the lodge’s construction.  Jim spent more than five years on the island, living in a tent, while the lodge was completed.  He and Jay oversaw all aspects of its development, from initial sight planning and development, to final construction.

Prior to developing Tranquilo Bay, Jim worked ten years in the oil and gas industry in Houston, Texas.  During that time he worked in various positions for Champion Technologies.  He holds a bachelor of science in Sociology and Economics from the University of Texas, Austin, Texas.

Renée Kimball

Renée is an accomplished attorney who has extensive experience in both the management and legal aspects of complex businesses.  Before moving to Tranquilo Bay, Renée worked as a technology and transactions attorney at Dynegy and several other companies for almost 14 years.  In 2004, Renée left her law career to pursue Tranquilo Bay.  She now manages all guest relations and travel for the resort, in addition to overseeing its daily management and marketing.

Renée has a BBA from the University of Texas in Austin, and a law degree from South Texas College of Law, Houston, Texas.   

She officially made her home in Panama with Jim and son Tres since September 2004.  Renée, Jim and son Tres welcomed a new addition to the family, a little girl named Boty, in July 2006.

Jay Viola

Before moving to Tranquilo Bay full-time in 2000, Jay spent over ten years in Galveston, Texas and Houston, Texas working on business development and sales.  During that time he worked for the Galveston Daily News and Summers Electric.

Jay spent over five years camping and working with Jim on all the various aspects of the lodge’s construction.  In his current role at Tranquilo Bay, Jay works closely with Jim overseeing the resort’s physical operations, sales and guest excursions.  

Jay graduated from Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas with a bachelor in business administration.  Until recently, He made regular trips back to Houston from Panama to visit his family.  However, in early September 2006 Jay’s family joined him at Tranquilo Bay.

Location:

Facing Zapatilla Cayes

Isla Bastimentos

Bocas del Toro province

Republic of Panama

Mailing Address:

Tranquilo Bay 

PTY 12006

11010 NW 30th St., Suite 104

Doral, FL 33172

Contact:

Renee Kimball

renee@tranquilobay.com
(713) 589-6952

(713) 344-1125 (fax)
Isla Bastimentos. Bocas del Toro.  Panama

www.tranquilobay.com
(713) 589-6952 USA 

(507) 380-0721 Panama
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