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Executive Biographies:

Jim Kimball

Jim has a great passion for the outdoors.  In addition to his role as operations manager for Tranquilo Bay, where he oversees the physical operations of the resort, Jim works closely with Jay coordinating and leading guest excursions.  Jim moved to Panama in 1999 to oversee all of the lodge’s construction.  Jim spent more than five years on the island, living in a tent, while the lodge was completed.  He and Jay oversaw all aspects of its development, from initial sight planning and development, to final construction.

Prior to developing Tranquilo Bay, Jim worked ten years in the oil and gas industry in Houston, Texas.  During that time he worked in various positions for Champion Technologies.  He holds a bachelor of science in Sociology and Economics from the University of Texas, Austin, Texas.

Renée Kimball

Renée is an accomplished attorney who has extensive experience in both the management and legal aspects of complex businesses.  Before moving to Tranquilo Bay, Renée worked as a technology and transactions attorney at Dynegy and several other companies for almost 14 years.  In 2004, Renée left her law career to pursue Tranquilo Bay.  She now manages all guest relations and travel for the resort, in addition to overseeing its daily management and marketing.

Renée has a BBA from the University of Texas in Austin, and a doctorate degree from South Texas College of Law, Houston, Texas.   

She officially made her home in Panama with Jim and son Tres since September 2004.  Renée, Jim and son Tres welcomed a new addition to the family, a little girl named Boty, in July 2006.

Jay Viola

Before moving to Tranquilo Bay full-time in 2000, Jay spent over ten years in Galveston, Texas and Houston, Texas working on business development and sales.  During that time he worked for the Galveston Daily News and Summers Electric.

Jay spent over five years camping and working with Jim on all the various aspects of the lodge’s construction.  In his current role at Tranquilo Bay, Jay works closely with Jim overseeing the resort’s physical operations, sales and guest excursions.  

Jay graduated from Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas with a bachelor in business administration.  Until recently, He made regular trips back to Houston from Panama to visit his family.  However, in early September 2006 Jay’s family joined him at Tranquilo Bay.  Jay, wife Stefanie, and son Scott were joined by son, Patrick in August 2008.

Isla Bastimentos . Bocas del Toro .  Panama
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